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Tormal awards presentation will
tihe place at a clittering carcmony in
the Café Royal in London' West End
on Thursday, April 6.

Irish Post readers and their friends
can now obtain tickets to attend
this special event.

This year's ceremony will be extra special as it
is also the official London celebration of the 25th
anniversary of the founding of The Irish Post.

The evening will start with a 'Black Velvet'
reception - courtesy of Guinness - be

followed by the awards presentation by
Irish Ambassador Joseph Small, a four-
course inner, and entertainment teaturing an
exclusive London performance by Frances Black.

Three lcading Irish chariies will benefit from the
evening. Co-operation Irelund, The London Irish
Society (for The Irish ( entre, Camden) and
The Sate Start Foundation,
To obtain tickets, priced at £63 each, contact:
Co-operation lreland,
150 Buckingham Palace Road, SW1W 9TR.
Tel.: 0171-730 5553.
lLondon Irish Societ A
24 Warriner Gardens, Battersea, SW11 4EB.
Tel.: 0171-622 7429,
Or The Safe Start Foundation,
71 Cricklewood Broadway, NW2 3JR.
Tel.: 0181-452 0181.

The numes o1 this year's award recipicats will he
Innounced in our issue o1 March |18

PHIL MacGIOLLABHAIN looks b
to the macabre killing of a
Tipperary that captivated a

Mididle  Age HPOI - prsoners
chareed  with Witchorann, at
Ballyvadlea, i villwe sitaated
on - the slopes ot Shabh-ni
mBan - Co. lipperary. |y
would  be ncredible i the
ACCOUNt were not substannal by
the sworn evilence of WINCSS
os Two men and o woman are
Charged witly causing the death
of i woman of 27 yeurs of age
named Bridget Cleary, wite of
a cooper, by forcing her as she
lay il from inlluenza 10 drink
nOXwus - ponons prepared  for
her by i herbalist and then sers
ing her and roasting her on
fire under the supposition il
she was a witeh, "

A witness testified 10 the
fact that the words “come
home Bndger Boland!™ (the
maiden name of the victim)
were mvoked i the apparent
beliot that the injurics mfhered
npon the wormun would, some
how. bring back the “regl
Bodper who, the coun Wils
old, her assalanie belieyved
had been curnied off by the
"pood peaple”. “the fatries”

Counterfeit

It was put 10 the accused in
count that this “eeremony™ was
in fact a cruel counterfeil of a
superstitious ritual concocted
to murder Bridget Clcary.

These appalling acts were
performed in the house of the
victim's  father. They  hap-
pened as her hushand stood
by and aided 1he “working of
the spell™,

The dead body of (he v m,
with the stomich burst through,
was tound in o ditch alter a
week. A inguest was held and
the  physicians — concluded
Bridget Cleary had diced o (he
fire. Her attack of influenza had
not been serious. She wis g
healthy young woman and her
organs. so far as they were not
bumed, were sound By direc-
tion of the coroner, the Jury
only found a verdict as 10 the
Cause ol death, A full magiste-
rial inquiry was estblished

' ‘Medicine man'’

The prisoners, mncluding the
“medicine man" and the dead
woman's hushband and father,
were remanded without hail,

In all ten people  were
brought before Cotonel Evan
son and Cambridee Girubb,
resident magistrates at Clon
mel. on March 27, 1895, a1 4
spectslly convened conrt

The charges read tha they
had miurdered & woman Called
Bridger Cleary by hurming her

The prisoners ulso i luded
a local “herb doctor”, Denis
Ganey. Initially, Ganey was
charged as an accessory after
the fact, but the case against
him was discharged due to
lack of evidence.

The court heard the evi-
dence of a Mrs. Burke She
testified that she had been
nursing Bridget Cleary, who,
she told the court, had been
suffering  from “nervous
excitement and 4 mild attack
ol bronchius”,
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repeated the followinge nigh
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ack one hundred years
young woman in County - §
Il of Ireland.

funceral was boycon all
her relations and neg urs.
Nt one vivilian an the

luneral The pall bearers were
RIC constables. Theres no

hearse — 1he coffin wabomne
by common cart, T son
lor this marked lack of Tespect
lor the passing of a well

known und well liked local
waorian by her friends and rela-
Horis was that no-one believed
that the RIC were carrying the
hody o Bridger Cleary to her
final resnng place.

Belief

The  London
March 29 reported: 2,

“The fact is, however, that
the people believe — or per-
haps with a view 10 defence

Times  of

of the prisoners affect 1o
believe  — that the real
Bridger  Cleary will come

hick, riding om a white horse
sent by the fairies, and if they
cin suceeed in cutting  the
reins ol the horse, they will
secure her. With this object
there e persons on watch on

He told onlookers that this was
not his wife burning but a witch
and that she would disappear up
the chimney. That was how he’d

get his wife back 9

\

would get s wite bnich

e rolled o <heet vowmd the
charsed body and, witl, the
aid ol one of s co dcdused,
buricd iy wite's body m g
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he remains were JOy
ered o week  afterwind by
Serpeant Rodgers of the k¢

Bridgel Cleary's  luneral
0ok place on March 2x | KUS,
at Cloveen, Co, Tipperury . The

the mountainy one of whom i«
specially - provided  with &
sharp knile (o cut the reins,*

On Apiil 2 at Clonmel,
Michiel Cleary (her husband),
atrick Boland (her  father),
Pal Kennedy . James Kenpnedy,
Williari Kennedy, John Dunn,
William Dunn, Denis Garvey
and Mary Kennedy were all
charged with the ®wilful mur-
der” of Bridget Cleary.

1

" questions
i

The court heard from wil-
nesses the woman had
been held over the fire by her
relatives. and made 1o state
that she was Bridgel. wife of
Michael, daughter of Patrick.
Despite answering all their
confirming  who
she was, her ordeal continued
until she died.

Withdrawn

On July 5 at Clonmel
assizes, the capital charge of
murder was  withdrawn by
the Crown, All of the accused
were  subsequently  found
eutlty of manslaughter, with
the exception of Mrs. Ken-
nedy and the boy called
Ahearn, who was described
by his counsel as “u delicate
boy of about 16" The only
evidence against him was that
he had held the handle while
Cleary had forced herbs down
the throat of his dying wife.

The prisoners were sen-
tenced as follows:

Michael Cleary, 20 years'
penal  servitude:  Patrick
Kennedy, five years' penal
servitude; John Dunnc. three
years'; William Keniiy, 18
months'; and Pairiék Boland
and Michael Kenncdy six
months' penal servitude cach

What  makes Il;Emcuhrc
story of Bridget Cleary's death
all the o Yemarkable is o
that it happened at all but tha
it only a 100 years
agoy some 250 years after the
Salem triuls in Puritan Massa.
chusetts and in a country that
escaped the worst excesses of
the witchcraft hysteria of the
late middle ages.;

One thing that the Cleary
case did have in common
with both Salem and the tidal
wave of Killings thar swept
Europe and Britain in previ-
ous centuries was that (he
vichim was a woman,

That her tomentors were
men who had been placed in
positions of power of her by the
male law makers of Church and
state is also no coincidence.

Perhaps this sad tale, apart
from being the death rattle of
a folklore that reveualed its
dark side. should also be
viewed as a milestone in the
annalssof misogyny that can
have place in anyone's
new Ireland.
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