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SOCCER

Run over by the Fourth

club about Celtic's paranoia,
now 1 know it's true”, said
Liam Brady shortly after he 100k the
reins at Parkhead in 1991, More
forthrightly he added: “We are hard
done by, religiously and politically.
There are people against us ... | meet
people who hate me just because | am
the manager of Celtic.”
When the writer first read these words
aunbuted w0 Celtic's new managesdn

‘ ‘ Iwu told when 1 joined this

1991 it was heartening. B had
always demonstrated a quicks “on
the field of play. In the b yitd, %

where he amassed a persa rifine, he
demonstrated that hig
desert him off the field” of play, His

statement about Calic/s
scheme of things | T ‘Many con-
cemed Celtic f: lhlrgw,he::
knew exactly w "WGIM"'IM
he ‘walkod thmough

taken on when villl
Celtic's fromt NM,E‘ End"of
Glasgow 1 ot |1

By the nme Brady spoke on camera
after narrowly be he watkmantike
Young Boys of Beme in the UEFA cup
by an own goal i@ exirasime his face

was worth a thousand * wordss Quite’

frankly he looked ill, It only 100k #0oth-
er bad result, at the hands ef ‘St
Johnstone at Perth for h_dccf%}ha!

B o

it was time to go.
Failure

This newspaper has alrcadylcw;'*
catalogued the extent of Liam Brady's

i didp't
Athe

(o2 th
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PHIL MacGIOLLABHAIN looks back at

the vitriolic trial by media suffered by
former Celtic manager Liam Brady.

side that never reached a final and never
won a trophy. Under his stewardship the
man who Serie A took Celtic into
the UEFA Cup, played three at the back
away from home and suffered Celtic's
::M'gmv'a defeat, ?xhrwq. a 51
g Neuvchate) Xamax:
. “Throughout this,: c's pathologi-
“cally loyal following tdged home from
“defcar after defeat Jacloding, two eup

A l@“‘fil defeats “ab the hands of

"Rangets teams that wa;g reduced 10 10
_ Much wag! r;\g_d-?p:f the money that
Celtic's ard bad mpde
“uvailable to e qnd six million
wesg the sums regularly proficred as the
amount Brady had been-given o build
histeam, In face, i histime as manager
e showed a deficitof Just-£335,000: u

“ was qll the board, coild afford 10 pive

thim, His other siealiwwvolved selling to

bay and gtraight $waps; Such as'the off-

cof Badys | signi Tony
Weascarofor ful Tom Bi}ogd.

~ Whit hasn ed at is the way

hicly Brady, was singled out

T a campaign of vilsfication in

.the Scottithy’ media, There were hon-

“oltible exceptions but, by and large, his

failure as a manager. He was the first WQM Bands of the tabloids

manager ever to preside over a Celtic

Big screening
for a big game

had a sinister, racist tone throughout his

ume at Parkhead. The grandees of
Scottish soccer journalism  questioned
the motives of the Parkhead board in
1991 for bringing in an Irishman.

It was postulated that the Celtic board
were “pandering” to “backward” ele-
ments among their supporters. Clearly
Brady's nationality, not his skill as a
footballer or potential as a manager were
the issue for the Scottish media. This
was especially sad, given the man had
demonstrated on the continent that he
could accept a new country and a new
culture if it accepted him.

; Breath test

Brady has always stated that he loved
Iraly and he loved the lifestyle, but he
did miss going out for a couple of pints
with the team after the game 10 celebrate
the ending of the pre-maich purdah.
Shortly after Brady armived in Glasgow
to take up his new post he was stopped
hy traffic police, breath tested and was
found to be over the legal limit for driv-
ng

No one, not even the most blinkered
Celtic supporter, would wish to excuse
him for drinking and driving. What was
largely missed by the press was the
vignette that after their “collar” the two
policeman, on arriving back at their sta-

tion, were given a standing ovation and
a heroes” welcome for their night's work,

Brady represented something deeply
threatening in the psyche of many in the
West of Scotland. He breezed into
Parkhead, successful, self-confident,
rch, Catholic and Insh. In the Belfast
shipyards mentality of one half of
Glasgow, such things aren’t meant to be.
One Rangers fanzine calls Celtic fang

“Beggars” and “DSS spongers”. Clearly .

the social status of the community st
built and supports Celtic is immﬁ’ﬂ{

FOOTBALL
ASSOCIATION
OF IRELAND...

ritish-based follow-
ers of the Republic
of lreland will be
delighted to leam that the show-
down with Northern lreland on
November 17 will be screened live
by Setania Sport, the London-
based satellite company which has
broadcast the Republic’s previous
World Cup qualifiers in  the
absence of television coverage.
Dubliner Leonard Ryan, a
director of the company, success-
fullv negotiated a deal with the
Insh Football Association (IFA)
last week, but not before a few
scares. “It's costing us twice as
much to carry the game as we paid
for the Latvia and Lithuania games
earlier in the summer”, he said.
“We were very close to not getting
it, but we knew we'd have been
lynched if we didn’t!"

ON THE BALL ’.‘03

should they decide the risk is 100
great and refuse to release their
players (an £18 million insurance
policy on the 22-man squad
notwithstanding) it will be interest-
ng to see how FIFA react. Anyone
for Wembley?

On target

Or not, as the case may be.
Weckend matches seem to be off
limits for the Republic’s goalscor-
ers these days, they seem to prefer
midweek action. Only Bamsley's
Brendan O'Connell could find the
net on Saturday, and even then his
side threw away a two-goal lead 10
lose 5-4 at Stoke City.

Two young Dubliners who
caught the eye in televised games
were under-?1 winoer Poattl Rurne

hair, a low LQ., a mot-
tled. red complexion and
incomprehensible speech.

Elsewhere in the issue there is a
letter from a well balanced corre-
spondent  who  concludes by
descnibing Celtic fans as “a bunch
of soup dodging, IRA supporting
wrERR s who should be choked at
hirth with their rosary beads”
Another regular column speaks of
“going to Liverpool and laughing
at all the jobless and homeless
MII'AI"¥L\."

Now any fanzine can hide
behind the usual disclaimer (arti-
cles and letters are the views of
individual contributors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
editors), but printing such racist

* have ever been 1o Dubiin on thew
holiday

* have great grandparmnts who would
have liked 10 go to Irefand for their
holidays #f they had the money

* have & love for potstoes
* sl wear Nared rousens
» have red hai

10 view of Our \sarns oacan
qualibcation 1of the wordd cup 1964, we
e looking 1o strengthen our squad of
Payars. Applications are invited from
Ay NON-INSN Men who can Kick/nead
4 football and can claim one of the

tollowing:

* have & revudsion of condoms
* have incomprehensible speech
1 wiiting fo;

Mr J. OChartion oo
(anadowne Aoad, Dubin

diatribe does not come under the
“freedom of speech™ umbrella. If
they said the same thing about
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TASTELESS STUFF: See On the Ball's ‘Boycott'.

Estate

He was guiity
of ignorance,
arrogance
and naivety

the sociologically-minded in the City of Culture.
The week that saw Brady depart from Parkhead
and from Scotland, his nationality seemed an
indispensable piece of information when mention-
ing anything, from his dealings in the transfer
market 10 the way he tried to get his players 1o
g3 gia it might be called, but

PO ith fatlure in

g away from & two-year
contract he denied himself guaranteed eamings of
at least £250,000. Chairman Kevin Kelly spoke of
Brady always acting with dignity and doing the
honourable thing.

However, little was honourable about the treat-
ment Brady received by much of the Fourth Estate
during his time as a resident of this part of Britain,
The Brady chapter in Celtic's history is now
closed, but the scriptwriters who hurried on his
obituary are still alive and well and lining up their
next victim.



