Glasgow’s Iris

THE conmribunion of Glasgow's irish
community to the vibrunt Catholicism
of the city over the previous SO0 years
is being celebrated w Giasgow's
People’s Palace in an exhibition
whiich looks af the listory of the arch-
diocese of Glasgow from b creation
in 1492 to the present day.

The exhibition i5 cntitied Olas-
gow's Good Nebws and murks the re-
opening af the top floor of the popular
City Museum on Glasgow Green. It 15
also the fiest mugor project produced
by the Claspow meseum’™s social his-
tory, depammient upder Isishman Mark
O'Neill, “The exhibiion s vantor
Harry ‘Dxmlop. who is the assistant
Kéeper of social history @t the
People’s Palace; spoke 10 The lrsh
Pust ing his objectives in stug-

— e

Sovaspanticolaly interested in the
‘peried fron the banning of the sach-
divcese in 4560 by the Reformation in
Seotland unsil the archdiocese was re-
established m 1864, | wanied 10 find
o whar happened 1 Catholics und oy
Catholicism in the ity during those
years when it officially didn'y exist.™

Eusily the most fascinuting pan of
the exhibition is the section called
The Insh Factor. There are a few sur-
prises i ihe accounts of oppression
undd diserimipaion suffersd by the
Irish Catholics whes they arrived in
Glasgow, witich sre_stll pare of the
city's folk memory,

However. within this section there
1% documentary evidence of an
intriguing power struggle for the soul
of the Catholic Church in Glasgow, in
which Irish clerics and the Irish com-
mumty played a pivotal mie. It shows
that the hostility to Irish immigrants
was not 3 matter simply of religivus
difference. Citholic Scots also object-
& to the arrival of the Insh,

During the 1860s Glasgow was. in
church. terms. the “western. distnct
with o Vicar Apostolic (VA" rather
than an archdiocese with a bishop —
there had been no see in Glasgow
since 1560, The then VA was a Seot
called John Gray who found himself
ministening 1o 4 rebellious flock who
looked 10 turbulent presis. The Lnsh
priests of Glasgow and Lanarkshire
demanded an Irish VA

Graty and his supportens feared the
loss of the Catholic Church’s Scottish
ohamcrer and he was convinced that if
the church in Glasgow became 4
branch office of the see of St Patrick,
thén  the hostility of  Protestant
Scotland would haye an “ethnic™ as
well a5 a religious edge to it Clerics

PHIL MacGIOLLABHAIN has been
checking out the substantial Irish
input to a Glasgow exhibition on
Catholicism’s deep roots in that city.

in Ireland ‘were certninly involved in
machinations and the Archbishop of
Dublin Michael Condon helped 10
secure for Patnck Lynch the post of
ussistant VA in 1865,

The comnflicc  with  Scottsh
Catholics began even before he had
started in bis post. He refused to be
corsecrated in Sottand. Insiead, the
coremony wats camed out in the frish

Lynch's sermons were often more
political thun theological
a he addressed the con-
gregation as “we Insh”
and “fellow extles”, caus-
mg 4 furore among the
Scottish members of the
congreganon. Lynch had
much backing in the lrish
cammunity of the day,
especially among jourmal-
ists. The Insh Free Press
wits  making  constan
demands that backed up
Lyneh. The paper wis
subsequently  proscribed
mainly due 1o the lobby-
ng of an influential group

within. the  Scomsh
Catholic Church
Clearly the chuch

leadership wis split into
Two warring factions and
Rame could not allow
this o conrinue. Arch-
bishop Manmning of West-
minster, an Englishman,
was sent north o medinte
between  the  warmring
Celts. In his report he
clearly feli sorry for the plight of the
Irish Catholic immigrants and had
some sympathy for Lynch's position
(which was simply thar the vast
mijority of the city's Catholics were
Insh and should receive the pastoral
care of a bishop who undersiood
them). However, the Englishman had
little fondness for Lynch’s tub-thump-
Ing wctics, which were, of course,
directly impoarted from the Ireland
which remembered Daniel O'Connell
and was expenencing the start of the
Land League agitation. Gray and
Lynch were usked 1o resign. Lynch
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wits ‘hought ofl”. some thought, by
the réceiving of a see in treland which
he accepted. Gray, already falling in
health, went quietly. Gray's successor
was Englshman Charles Eyre, 1he
Vicar Apostolic of Hexhum in the
north of England.

Some of the objects on display are
impressive visually, although there
are many gems for the socal histonan

A PROUD TRADITION: Among the Irish
items at the Glasgow exhibition is

this Anclent Order of Hibernians
banner, pictured by TOMMY MAIN.

in the exhibition 5% a whole and in the
Inish sectian in-particular. Ope of the
mist imposing pleces on displiay Is
the large statue of St. Patrick from St.
Joseph's of North Woodside Road
which closed in 1986 due w a lack of
parishioners,

The palitics of Irish Catholicism is
also represented. There is a well-pre-
wrved Ancient Order of Hibermans
banner from Calton, one of the areas
of Glasgow's Easr End that saw the
heaviest Trvh sentlement and an ancd
that is still proud of its Trish roots. The
banner was, for a time, an lIrish
National Foresters’ banner due o the
burming of the AOH by the archdio-
cese from 1898 1909

There ure also two AOH sash's
from the St Luke's branch in the
Gorbals. Tn terms of the Scotish
Catholic  community the  exhibition
indicates 3 view of their filith and «
yiew of their position in Scottish life
thitt would be mathema 1 the streer
miliancy of the AOH.

A for more guiescent form of
Catholicism secmis {0 have prevailed
among the Scottish Catholics. We
leam of e Soottish colleges abroad
that trained Sconish prests during the
1560-1680 period of repression and
the survival of Cathiolicism in lowland
Sceotland

input

Thete ure exhibits dealing wath the
matyrdom and cunonisation of Su
John Ogilvie, a Scot from Banffshire
i thie north east of Scotland who was
hanged, dmwn and guartered in 1615
m Glasgow's Cross, a few hundred
yards from the exhibition.

They don’l seem fo have played
thest & comparable role as, say, Fr
Murphy of Boglavogue fame.

It would appear that  Scorish
Catholics, in the main, made linle col-
lective impuct on the city, probably
because of their limited aimbers, bul
also because of their preférence w
fead & quiet life, atempting to acquire
mffuence cuohioasly  ather  than
aiempring © coniend for power
openly. This is exactly the Realpalitik
that Scotland as 4 nalion was exercis-
ing after Culloden in the face of

oo Brebiemd e phvsical dominance,

There are intnguing msights o
how the Highland Caholics of the
late 1Reh century, cleared to the low-
lnds, were the subject of 4 “dedl”
mvolving their own  clerics  and
Protestant cotton barons.

The deal was simple quid pro quo
— labour Tor church. Highlund priest
Fr. MucDonnell, who co-ondinuted the
migration into  Glasgow. delivered
Highland labour, hungry and eager for
work, and the cotton basses guamn-
wred freedom o0 worship openly for
the Highlanders. The minuie book of
the chupel managers of the first
Cathalic Church in Glasgow since the
Reformation shows thut the first prin-
cpef comributors to this Cathalic
parish were all Protestants, all cotion
burons

This upprosch of the Hightand
Catholics, crushed by Culloden, beo-
ken by cleamnce. 10 attempt 1o quiet-
Iy carve out 2 liveable niche n &
hostile envirommnent seems 10 huve
been upsel by the armval of the Insh
who wished 1o contend lor power

The clish of the two approaches
can be seeht i the two personal styles
of Goy and Lynch. The letter from
Assistant Archbishop of the Lowland
District, Jobn Geddes, containg his
view thit the Trish were 100 extroven
in their faith for his liking and that he
falr that the Irsh community, if i
were o grow. would bring unwar-
ramed atienuon on Cathofics from
Protestant Scots,

Grow b did and by 1850 there
were 42000 Irish  Catholics i
Gliesgow. It continued to grow in size
and- influence. making a huge contris
bution 10 shaping the modem city of
Glasgow. It s hurd o imagine any
anempt (0 tell Glasgow’s story with-
out welling the story of the city’s Irish

Sumilarly it is inconceivable that
Cathelivism in Glasgow could be
examined wilhaut surveyving the [rish
community s contribution,

This exhibition, thankfully, has not
attempled 10 do this, The history of
any oppressed people has got (o be
rescued; This eshibition is clearly o
part of that process-and Dunlop and
his_colleagues should be rewarded
with everyone 's attendince

The exhibition runs untll January
17, 1993, from 10.00 wm. to 5.
pm. Manday to Friday, and from
P00 wim o S.00 pan.on Sundays.
Admission is  free und there W
wheeletatr decess




